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Cruising Southeast Alaska’s
Inside Passage

First, | should explain thot I'm s warm wenther Kinda
peraon. v lived in Southerm Califomia my entins life, amd
et off the me it"s 100 oeld for my taste. When I think of
cruising, | immediately think of crystal chear, wruoise
wiber and wirm, balmy breszes. (Mher than the kecal
wabers, all my past cruising has becn o the ke laniudes,
unid the long-term plans are for more of the same. [ lowe the
tropics. Soowhat in e world possesssd me and my partmer
in crime to spend o oweek cruising in Alaska with a
bunting/fishing puide aboard a ketch naosed The Beoer
Hienter? (¥ yeah, ['m alsa a vegetarian. b

Blanse it on Matsonal Ceographive, but cold or nog, 150
always been intrigead by Alaska; the incredible scenery, the
abumdance of marime and wildife, the aunora borealis_.. |
winted to see it all firsthand, but there’s no way my
husband, Muke, or 1. wanted o sarl our own bkt that Far
morih. And we aren't the cmoise ship types. We tied thal
ance, and ot was & long three dovs, 5o when our friend, Joe,
o full-time piked ard part-time hunting and fishing guide
calbed and invited wus B0 corme cruising in Alnska shoard his
mew (io him) 42-foot pilothause keich, it was an opponanity
by goond B0 rebuse, Besudes, Mike likes o fish, and T do e
seafood. Joo knew the only hunting we'd be imenesicd in
was with a camera, And how betier to ey e Aliska
than with someone who's lived, flown and been a guids
there Tor 25 years?

Wi met Jae about seven years ago when he was buying
an ald Cal 34 thal was for sale on owr dock, He spend o
couple of months living aboard, prepaning i for the wip up
b Alasko where he planmesd e wse 0l b take cusiomers o
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ihe differend islands and litile coves io hont and fish. He
became one of the deck “tmegulars™ amd since he wis all
alone, we invited him 1o dinner freguently amd lisiened o
has wabes of Alaska.

Joe's geal was to keep upgrading 1o a bigger boatl,
eyventually gethng sonething in the lower $0-Fosl range, We
had kept in tosch and abaut a year am a hall aga, he called
10 el us be™d fouand bos “Tinal hoat™ down in San Diepo and
wiriald b passing through town, The beat was a Challenger
42, bualt in Costa Mesa, O in the Ths, The big selling
features were that it kad plenty of separae bunks dmacho
hunter-types don’t want 1o sleepr ina dowble berh with
ancthear man), amd a pilothowse schich woeuld provide good
predection Friom the wenther.

As for Josz, the best way 1o deseribe him is Crocodile
Dundes with a Ricky Ricanbe pccent. He™s orginally from
Pucro Bico ad was a pilol for ane of the fnier-island
aitlines, bl be wos lired of the wenther (1 puess if :r'vl:-n'n;
born there, s possibler and he also loved o bunt. Alaska
provviibed the perlect opporfunity 1o do both, Joe fies an
ald Grrumineond Crsose scaplanc, delivering people and
supplies from Anchorape 1o Duwich Island, o major fish
processing center off the west coast of Alaska. (1 mestion
the Goose for all you Parrotheads who will recognize it os
the sanee Kind of “MNying koat'” as Jimmy Buffen’s
Hemisplhere ancer,)

Anyway, Joo passed through Bedomdo Beach with his
nesy bont andd we gotb togedher for a few more dinners and
tiles ol Alaska, partecularly the Insade Passape of
Southenstern Alaska, He invited us to come op and go
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cruising omce he pot the hoat there. We dida™t give it much
thought umil ke folleaved up with o phone coll last Manch,
ielling ws tn pick oo week between June amd te end of
Angust. Wi decided 1o seree the opportunity,

Joe met ws af the Juneau airpoa in mad-Augess, aml i
wis a shon st drive nonh e Aoke Bay where his new
boal, Tiee Mear Hurerer, was thed ap at one of the iremsien
docks. Juncau aml Auke Bay are on the eastern shore of e
Imsicle Passape, o very prodecied arca soae 200 miles From
the apen ocean. The big cruise ships dock in Juneaw, and
the uren is heavily populated witls whabe watching sl
fizhing charter boats, Even so, in bad weather it can get
predy nosky,

Auke Bay is a posicani-perfect harbor filled with just
nboat every kind of boan imaginable, A 100« Food Neg
vl liled From the Cayman Islands and 8 92-fool custom
Sparkmon & Stephens sailboar had just amives] from
Antigua. There were lols of commercial and charter fishing
trawlers, funky limle sail and powerboats, aml evervihing
clae in elween

.'u,]l'llnlu-__"n it wes lane o tlee allemoon, we'd p'l:lnm'-j [1¥]
Bzl out 1o an anchornge for the night as there wias sall
plenty of davlizht lefi ar thar laginsde, Hut it wos also rainy
ind about 58 degrees - typical Augost in those pans.
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:-ilzl;:.lllil':ful::::i:lﬂlt::::lr Thiz wasn's even low fide s
opled b wait until
mrernang. | stareed
b woneler why |
had wanced o
spengl o wesk
freczing my buns
all in Alnska,. Then
I loaked s [y =8 a1
hinge balgd -u_':lgl-;-
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leisurcly flapping
s woy o the dense
forest wiach
banked ihe odher
side of the hartwor,
I hacl my answer.

The mext moming divwned early, if not bright. [t was stll
avercast with intenmittent sain. but the wind was cabhn, We
threw an our Foulies and afler some last-minute
provisioning, we headed out of the harbor. 'We had thiree
goals; calch some Hsh (it was the h:_-if_ln of the salimon and
fhinlilugl senson ), see s of marine amxl wildlife, and the
msain gosel - relax

Loocking back, ihe clouds were beginning to lift nmd e
could see the Menidenhall Glocier plowing a pale ierquoise
above the harbor. It had an eerie ook and was easily
distinguishable from the snow. The shoreline around us was
dibed with honess, ranging from simpde cobins o elobomie
mansiomns, BEverything else was dense, dark green foresi

We wound owr way around numerous small islands o
Stephens Passage, Joe's game plan was (0 see where all the
other boats werne Ashdag, then start trulling thak direction.
There were severl dozen boats to the south, off Douglass
[sland, =0 we heasded that way amd Joe rigged the poles.
Mow, 1've clone some trolling in the past, and iF anything, o
sailb=nat wias oo slow for the lish we were after. Not so
with salmom. 1 guess they like slow moving food, “cinse we

Picturesgre Anke Hay, oebing west
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