38

GUM WORLD -

Faw rovadvers have
Baen more mdsaia,
and faneé mong
powart, than Savith &
Wessnt s mighly new
Xframe S00 S&W
Magnam, I s shown
wilh the mods! of
Béanchi shoultsr
Rolater thar Witlams
wrsadl o ivls i for
it Alrskan Brown Dear
will ihe naw revolver




smithaWesson's
agnum

A look at the most massive magnum of them all from
the man who has tested it on Alaskan brown bear

Dick Williams |

phy by Lyene MeCready

mith & Wesson's objective at the 2003 SHOT Show was crystal clear—ithey

were there (o recapture the heavyweight chiompionship of the workd! Sure,

they had some great items on the undercand: 17 MR caliber pistols, a
mew Maadeld 1900, wnd an Airwekphi A4 Magnam, all ofwhich received tremenious
attention and complimenis. Bur the fenture atraction was the huge X-framse
revalvier chambered for the new 500 Smits & Wesson Magnum. Even while show
atterrdees were admiring this awesome new heavywelghe, ignemng legislators
Fronm around the country wio hsd never seen the gun or caririd e began scresm-
ing thelr objections and prophesylng the downill of society as o result of the
intrduction of this powerful liandgun, The smoke bas setibed o bitsinee the show
and somehow society remains as stable as il over was,

setting aside all the hoopla, 1he
A0 Mapgnum ds oan interesting
handpgun and cartridge, Tho now
revolver has a <teetched frame and
lengthened cylinder 1o accomme.
dare factory cartridges that excesd
Linches in length. Specifically, the
S-Trame cylinder s 2.3 inches long
whereas e N frame 44 Magnum
evlinder measures 1LY dnches. The
A00% cylinder is just less than 2
inches in dinmeter a3 opposed 1o
less than 1.75% inches for the Model
BRI Factary armmunition gemecales
preessures ol 50,000 pounds peor
sipuare inch amd lhonsches (500 cal-
iber bullets weighing more than
Ay grains o amore thon 1484 feed
per second, so cylinder capacity
has been reduced from six e five

bBoiween chambers  rathier than
direcily over fhe chamber whers
the cylinders moetal  wall  §s
thinnest, Front-end lockusp on the
LS00 s enhanced by omeans aof a
spring-foaded, log-mounced ball
devent thait fits into & recessed anea
in the yoke. The gun features
amiths standard Black adjusiabic
rear sight with o black Paeridge
blade wp fromt, The single-action
trigger pull measures 4 102 pounds
and is Tully compliang witl Smich &
Wiesson's standard of excellence,
The 50010 Smith comes with an

shats, This asynometric comdition The integrad compensalor s 8 weicome featire on the new revolver, With fall-power
has the additional advancage of factary loads, If is anyihing but middsmannergd

placing the bolt siop cwis in
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