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predator with a 7mm f‘
Remington Ultra Mag.

By Bart Skelton
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he huge boar strolled
|_ 1 along just inside the

edge of a treeline thai

opened into a large,

b grassy meadow, follow-

ing a trail that had been pounded
deep by the large pads of brown
bears for generations. The trail
itself was rather intriguing; it
was nothing but a series ol large
footprints in the carpetlike vege-
tation. Joe Polanco had pointed
out that brown bear typically
step in the same spots each time
they travel known trails, thus
producing the eerie, toed-in sel

of permanent tracks in the fern-
covered forest floor.

As the boar made its way out of
the trees and into the meadow that
ran down to the shoreline of the
saltwater bay, John Gallagher,
Polanco and 1 watched in awe.

The old bear was the last thing we
had expected to see that stormy
afternoon. Its chocolate fur was so
dark, we initially thought—from a
distance—it might be an extremely
large black bear. But we recognized
the characteristic hump on its back
and the massive head, and we
quickly disregarded that notion.

M..
Totlad Fualy Brines Bear” iy bbchaal Savn oo beey W W onge Lake Ly, MIN S50 \.‘.
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JUST
ENOUGH

The trip had been 3 long time i com-
ing for mie. Buit the wait buid |'l|_-('n worin
it. zallagher, an Alaharma gunmaker, had
been malking arrangements with our ou
finter, Polanco (& rown ond Black Bear
Hunts, Dept, GA, PO, Box 240711
Anchorage, AK Q0524 Q0T INT-04352 )
for some time. The monihs of ;:i.|r|:'|'lq
paid ofl when Palanco met us mn Haines
Alasko, i early Octolser

The huni was origimally 2omg 1o entail
traipsing around the meuncains of
Southeast Alwskas ford country in pur-
subt of mcaetadn goat My Winchesier
Mosde] 70 i 4186 Remingion Mignum
wiralel fo dowhy prove 1o be oo ey fos
such a grogling task, so | subsequently
began a search for the perfect light rifle. A
il 1o Enfe A offices solved the problem

A “Light” Rifle

It was supgpested that | comact Lex
Webernick (Rifles Inc, Dept. GA, 3580
Leal Bd ., Pledsanten, TX TBOA4
B30/560.2055) and order one of his
lightweight Stratas in Tmm Remingron
Lers Mag. Though Webernick had just
maved kis operation from Cedar Ciry
Litah, 10 Plessanton, Texas, and wos Ty
getling restaried, he was happy (o

Waxt to bush planes, boats and rafts ave the Alrskan buniers best

mathed of (Fansporiation. The suthor's heating panty plassed for
bears and mowntain goats fram an inflatable,
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ICCOITCAEE Ty fegjues!

Webernicks rifled are truby unige and
imong the linesl costom long-rang
sporving files avallable. Siy models ane
offered the Serara, huill on the
Remingion 700, the Lightweight 70 bude
on a Winchedier receiver the Clossi
ofleted on hath Model 70 and Mode
P00 aceions; the Safor, which s bass
the Mode] 70 Classic actson: the Mastes
Series :|||'-|; ratge rifle: and Fmally i
I'..1:1'-i'||:' HEnaiure Seres 1o o 380
Remimgron Lhn Mog

Aher the rifle was erdered | 1 had ta
decaide what type of oprics I'd need. 1 et
thed an a Weaver Grand Slam scoine amd
had Webermick mount 1 te1he Serla
bt he shipaecd o 10y

When the Strata came | was very
impressed with il 1z sleek lines were
easy on the eve, and its ndmide sreck
and virtual weightbessness were-mibri g
ing. With the Weaver g
weldhed less than six prour ds, Lo
examinplion revenled line hasdiworl
The ham-filimg, hamd-fomg amd polish
ing were cleprly evidene les bluepringed
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The Sirafa'y brown camo stock [ 5 Ka
Eraphite and boron tminate wilch, by
itnaif, weighs @ scamt 11 ogmees,

recelver had been sabbadasdinlly [igh
ered, the bolt handle hollowed and de§
bt ek anel lapped

L e Brosn caimio siocK-—="AWebrrmcdl
wikk d Weyvlar, sraphiir and

AW s
I alone weighed
ity L ounces, The St dleo et &
hexsapon halt ahrewd manolaciured o
alieatlm, ond Webernick had milled
it the escess metal in other sreas of i
:’-.-.-.'.u:.'.'.:'..l-lﬁl!l Tk ¥ |!_li:|
The Sdran learares § Develerator recod
sl dieel iR 20qdich Lilig madch-prads
Barrel was fianed with Webermucks Ou
Sk
Aamarrg my biest | lowphes wpon handling

an oqtion Bwas thanklal ler

the rilfle was that recol wonld be PrCIy
heatihy, Bur that concern swis secondan
a5 Bhe nlle st Ielt, weld, nght. The whiol
el | oy |_._':d_'

|4 :"I:".Illil.i:. o I.-.'.| F SIS T 0

lira Mag ammunition in |40

s kg Binlanoed ve

i |
g Panieon conbipunain. AL thal o
il ws Lhe by bosed Rermingeony odfered in
':'I.I' ._|!|!.| 1 :'-l\. IS0 WELE -i|-\. ||||_l_|.|

wbas | prvicesbly Teli g |6sdh-pomin Paritiog

i e morr wiuik | was :--.'r.l|!.: 8]}

Giacipd ivars are 4 great starling point for bracking brown bears.
Tracks signifying i et of beans ko the area con be kound b e
soft sang
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Dzona Testfire

later joined my old iriend Penn

= :.-'-. i .I: I..I |I- i‘ THCHE -..llrll-l
ry ool the rafle, He had juss

ordd et of o new concrele shadding
1 Tk The niw

hench and 2§
bencly was soperbectly AL, amy excus

—

lewas, be

l'.I'-1| I" 14 II
fel range

IVE I Aovisly o b s

biree - grompes cie 16 plardorm stas

Wiehernichky prool

wete guickly negsed

tareel [ined with the rille jusl pnor o i
hrpmicril was quite lj eie—less Lhar

1 hall-dmih a1 Vi rals with the L4t

ETakim Pariien |'|||| .'..||.:|:.':II 10l | WETE

qat tkght ol & grouap

thar day though the sub-onie-scly
| re T

the tecnil roms such

v e bl G penEinee sl
o CERSTIRTS 5 FLT Y L
(PIRTE Iy nlilaye

ETmAn

a hightiae AL ritle wee
upat firing Uhe Strais. Recoal wa

mal, manageibke, pleisan himgh 1

wionld corta v recommend tha
; |

|"_.\,|_;|'_.-| ARG @ POl sl .|'||"|'|I'.l 1

thie rkle urilize pocd heariig proqes

T [ B 10 hrake ellechive

Mlmmn}mm.mﬁnwmmmm
Fifles inc, Strats e's carriing horn waighs less than sl pouids scoped.
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Eknhter starisd th day with 8 Riflas Inc. Strata chambered to Troum RpmeingTon Lt Mag

in search of moumtmia goats. W gvenifal day erded with 2 close-range shot ol this rathar
fargee beow bear. The 140-grain Mosier Pariitien proved to be plenty of bufiet.

some muzele blast, a potnl thae sheadd be
{LIFALETS

ety il considenstion, by

Wy eperienice with s
configwration has been oquils hmaed. Tve
MHEWET D8 d a riffe chambered in Tmm
i thaeeh {ve lired several, Pve only
humted with the 75T Mauser. My lack ol
willy e Troum rispriLs has

a1 been intentiona]and Dm well-awamn

any

EXPETICTI

ol their excentionnl poriormance o0

IFTHE [Hid consider them the
hest
jokn Wootlers s when wirlally even
itk A
: oo |'I.'I'._.'_|| I

sorling 1o irmds pver concElved

pectes of Alrican plains gami
e maenuim. L
Fidm, it spowld D than g
enogh bor me

The average factory velociy: [or the

rifhe s Mgt wnight; the

Teien Lihir Mag i around 3,425 ips with
the 140-gramn Partiion. That comjstes
1o more than 14 percent mofe eAEFLY
that Hemimssion s & mm CTWY kil whal
T '."|l'.|l;|:I hebd the Bemingion {mm
efeFRVIwElaCITY rel ord. Simce the car
iridge headspaces on the shoulder
imgead of 8 beli, improved accuracy is
feauble And the cose diameter s greatly
nereased, oilering the |'|-_-='_-||--.i.:-, ol
heavier powder charges

A few dwys before 1was 1o fy oo Aledks
Gallagher called with some interesting
fews. Polanco had called 1o sdvise tha
wi might hoee the opperiunity Lo hunt
bt Bear as well as goals Bl this
ratsed an important guestion Womld the
Tt Lhra Mag perlorsm on brown bear!
I decided 1o pack my Model 70 416
il gitl|

Bear Country

When Polanco met it in Haines with
his 32-fisog sailhoat. Quintesence. ong of
the frrsl questions he asked wswas,

Whar are you guys shooting!™ He was
well aware of Gallagher's gun-building
ckills |-,|||,|,-_|..-| WIS P RIngE 3 pearitrial

Hem, Mag

lv made lightweight cusiom rifle of his
vt el gy i 308, plus i 178 Win
Map, When the subject turned to my
pafi. Molanco was a Bl hesitant abos
the prospect of shooting brown bear wath
the Tmm Ultra Mag, much preterming
thut ooy the 416

The following day found s ssling
porh up a long Hord, taking in vhe dra-
Frealic mrosndakn coumiry as Lhe salt spray
from ihe rowgh seas conted our gear
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JUST
ENQU

Forunarely, Polanco has learned from
many years in Alasks that preparednes
means survival, anel he wais cgiilppe ||
with enough waterproof, flosting gun
cases o go amoand, el as other imvalu-
ahle paraphernalia. The rest of our gear
remained suscepible 1o the sall, thoash
my rubbes-coated SiEiner Axd2 Predator
binocular hardled the rip peclectly
AL .1|'|.|1|lr|:|;_.; i A femole bay, we sel
ot i o rubber dinghy that evenimg and
headed 1o shone 10 acout=—me packing the
416 The scouting pid off, and though
W saw i e b, wae el ol a hend of
RO grazing :'llll_f!L ofn @ |:|'|1'.||'||..'|.|n:='.|_|1_
actons the wide |_.:_i.1:'|.:|| river tha (loveed
ino the |u:. It was chearly (oo ke in the
iy Lo nnemys -:th|r||.:ll'rr|n_ B A ekl -
et oo try early the Inflowing moming
Alasks weather is inflamows. M amy
hanters often -|u'|'.|.| TS |'| mssee bime
witting o it to clear than aciually hum-
i, W were no different, and the fol
lowing day lound us rocking beck and
farh wthe LRIENICESEnCT, WRILInRE ol e
wind and rwin A dow later, the weather
cleared enough to allow us (o again take
the dinghy up into the small bay. Our
plins were 10 head = far as possihle up
the glacial river with the high tide, hope
fully close to the moontain where we'd
spotted the goats. | took the 7mm Ulirs
Mg, hogang bor 3 shiol
Bl oo plons were agoin foiled. The
bicle was weak, and we were unable to pei
dpriver Ceronly chance was o lad the
dinghy and walk, leoking for a spet 1o
croms. Afier several hoirs of hiking slong 4
weelb-woarn bear tral throuph thick housh
eranberry and hlsck sprece, we were able
o see the goais gmzing fust under the
clouds on the steep, rocky mountain. B
thue TiveT wis deeper and wider there, and
our exproiations were fnine. We had no
choice but 1 head hack and hope [or a
strogiger tde the lollowing morming
We lrodged back to the edae of the
oy, neticing & good amod of bear sin
atong the way, including [resh tracks
along the mver's edpe. v was the firs iime
I'd seen brown bear tracks, Plac ing my
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Tnr aurdtror chase fo outil fwe fifle
with a Wewver Gramd Sam 310X
scopeE. I was 3 parteet conrsloanind
fa thir rife and thir Reanting cong
fhanm,

Shinning 2 beown bear is te easy chore. sspacially winen you e racing to make the tide for

Fouy peteem bnip fo Ehe moihership,

hand aover ane, | realized {ust how big
beiwn beats really ace; the track was
mate Vhan twice the gize of my hand. [
instandly became more wary of my surs
roundimgs. which | cbviously should
hainve e @il adomg

e tide was out, barming s from
departing for the Quintessence till dusk,
which was still hours away, 50 we
ifemipied oo make onrselves comiorn-
abde ynder o buge hlack spruce thar had
fallen aleng thie shire, and we suflered

throogh & 40 knot wind and drizzle, It
muhm it wilth ligeke to do but sean
the distant treeline incessantly while iry
i oy sy wearm. As he Thghe Tacked tha
evening and the tice sarted o, we con
tnied fo glass the area

*There he 1417 {l.lI.IJ_!,:lll'l Al s ot
guul-: ke l, & bt Arogpy {rom the cold
orud @ i mar e, looked on

I quickly picked wp the dark animml
e the treeline, “RBrown bear; Looks like
hek heacled towarnd us,” Polanico said, grab-
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Algska’s monster boars ave formidaie foes, gororally requiing a magnim cartridge with
& heavy. panetrating bullst, Shoot Hem poory amd you may end oo desling with th bus:
niss el of thedr front paws.

PLENTY OF

ULTRA-POWER
Tha performance of e 190-grein Noabsr
Pariitian from the Webarnkok Sirats hes
oiwviously baen a hot polAt ol corvarss
thom since the trig, and rghtly so. if faced
with the situation again, 1'd still probsbly
chooss o homvies colibes, I posslbbs, But
thara's no douldt the Tmemn Uitrs Mag can
do the job on big gama.

bz his mossve 41 | EDL mlle “Lets go”

For the Tiesd time that doy we were
thamkdidl Toif thie ol wind whipping
aff the waer, enabling us 1o swing wide
amd pet downwind of the bear. As we
made our way through the rough, rocky
terrain over large ¢lumps of grass, i
dawned on me that | I1|I_|ﬂ!-| e uneder-
_;_lur.m'd ]r:u:|1||'~|:~rl.| My SENNMICTS [0
Potanco, whis unhesiatingly advised
“tust shoed him.” Hee was well-armed with
ihe backup 411 K13l

The [tst-paced saunter over the rough
cerrmin mormally wouldn't have had me
|ln_'.|.|||_|:1:,: hard, 1 lousnd myzelf soppng
b get it beole at the bear, sibll several han-
dred yards out, and ieying 1o caich my
breath. As we made our way choser, the
bear stopped, ratsed b5 bead and soilled
thas air. Wie cronscheed dhosm and woiched

"He may have smelled va,” Polanco
saad. "I e stands up, gan shooung and
dont stog wll v re ot of amimo ™

It weasn't wntsl he madde (hat siatemen

W (R AT CATHTICN T Com

that the feabioy of the sbiunti B aee. |
Bueicl 1o sbosp and beesthe deeply, svenipi-
ing to calm my rashing adrenaline. My
cald, clammy skin became mols with
Il EEEAnOn

Wi raised |_|-,-hm|-. and continued on
wailkeing more cautiowtly, all of s with
tilles anready 1 ihoasgha ol my Frecdom
Arms 54 anmy beb, knowing §ooukind
reachiby et to i for all the roin gear 1 had
o, A mesteke? 1 wondered . Mow leshan
100 varsls aw & thie bear walked 1'.|1'.r|'!.'
with s head down, caiing grass. |
el The hudn'y seen us; since he wos
gjuetfy strolling away from us—aor by jiesd
i care than we were thene

W dropped down and crawled 10 or
15 more yards, s difficul sk when
dressed in cumbersome ¢old-weather
pear. We stopped behind a downed
gpruce aboin 6% yands from the bear and
collecied oumelves 1 sttemped to con-
trol s bweathing

“Whenever you're ready,” Polanco
w|1|'\.|1|'||'|1 Hes close enoupgh niowe ©

W looked et the tiap ol e i Al
saw the lsear s2ill prozing. When 1 stood
up ol mised the Seenta s nry shioudder, 1
had no clear shot, there was brash in
froml of the bear 50 we stowly maved
syl ey win il 1 e g perlect brosdside
viewe | owdas --|.||'|l||'-:'-.|. that the nile was s
steady as my nerves were adrenaline-
charped . | looked a1 Polaneo and nod-
ded. Wi were ready

The First sl sirack the bear with a

premendous thump, | knew mstant by 1'd
kit it well. The bear jumped wp on s
hind legs, oving 10 run and biting hack s
the Bisllet hole i its shoulder | fired
twice mone, each shol hitting bim with an
uncanry whack. It was clear the benr was
instinctively headed for the shelier of the
thick spruce fonest several hundred yards
away, b it never made it that far, T Fell
within 20 feet or so [rom where 1 hirst
shiot i1 Mone of us had even noticed the
moar of the: St

Polancob exciteme didn't show anil
w walked wp o the boar. He imimediaiely
kicked @t 11 while alming the 411 at itz
bl | s sty skepticil about walking
right upand kivking a the obd boy nighi
ey, bt Poskanoo knew what he wae domng,

“What @ beauniful hear!™ miy guide
exclaimed., the l.II."IIE‘IT' o has [aoe unmis-
takahile

1t was an ol Telloar with fur so dark 1t
was almos black. | becume elabed as the
sigmificanie of the evend snk n. Along
with the happiness of our success. |
coubdn't help lecling a bl of sorrow for
the death of the imipiteaalve animigl —
sarmething [expencnce often when hum-
ing, thesagh mmwme s on this nocmsbon

W recoverod the 14d-graim Pantitbon
froe che first shot. 1t hod lodged inothe
bears hide ou the off shoulder. The bulle
had performed beautilully, was mush-
omed perfectly gnd was sl signill
canly tntact, (Sacky, we lost the budlet in
b darca shom wme kaer )

Wi placed the hisle and slosll kn 2 back-
|'|.||_L and headed chrough the darkness
bock io the dimghy. O arrival ai the
iy unveiled o problem, The three of us
ek gesar i the ey bear woald push the
pabber raf toits weight lmit. In addigon
the st wias producing siv-foot seas b the
hsite—rerurnarg to the Quiniessence in the
ilark wouh] be & iough priqeosiiion

Tired, cold and hungry, we loacded the
dinghy and headed imto the rough seas,
the sonall light on Shlnicisence's masi
barely visihle inthe distance. As well a3 a
hunter and experienced piloy, Polanco i
afl CXperl Seaman who negotialed ihe
poigh aexs with gase. Cor saving prace
wite un M- Surefite Mlashlighe | had
along. s powerful beam geided us
peross the bay in the puich dark and
helped s siver cledr of large, protruding
rocha along the shoreline

(e belated arvival at the oot calbed for
cekebration and a receunnng ol the
Aswe Cleansd the salt sproy ol of our pear
thit eveming we were all thankdul for .
ing retarned safely. It was an expericnoe
11 never Tomest ]
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