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aving lived most of my life on the southem border, I've managed to pick
up a litthe Spanish along the way. If's been a handy tool, both in my work life

a5 a law afficer and in my ofi-duty ife. I've been places around the country where |
never dreamed I'd have the opportunity to use Spanish, but Alaska was surely the
last piace |figured "Comeo le va 7" would be recognized.

st ovor baur yairs ago | first ventured 1o the lard of
fhe micinight sun, and i was a glorious inp. Fd mado the
e with my gurmabar Inend John Galfagher, bead hon
cho of Gallaghes Fireanmis. N'd boen imvdéd upon a
brown baar hunt, haated by “The Bear Hunter” Jose
Palones (Dapt. GA, PO, Box 240711, Anchorage, AK
QE524; S07337-0432). I'd not praviously med Jose, but
I'd heard about him (i had all begn good), | was to dis-
covar thal Jose was inferesating and compietont, plus |
could prachce my Spanish with him. John had bean on
sayeral sucoestful humts with Jose

Wa arrved in Haines, Alaska, norif of Juneau. We
ware io ba traveling and staying on Jose's smiboal,
haunting the fiords of Southeastern Aloska. Joss
had staked out & decent spot or bwe, and thy Tesl

...The more | learned about our host and guide,

the mare comfortable | became.

day found un sailing from the Haines harbor, norh
ean] foward Skagway, Salling is somathing quite
outlandish 1o desadnt rais like me, especially the
cald, deep waters near Halnag. Bul the more |
lwarned atsout our hoet and guide, the more com-
loriable | ecame

Turne aul Jose had been in Alasia for 35 yanrs of 30
af the fime |cioss to 30 now). Borm and mised in San
Juan, Pupdn Rico, the son of a physician, kose learned
plaut the s and saling af an sarly age. He wes fas-
pimated with navigntion and siso yearmed jo become a
pilot. During hiz initial college days he bussed lables
and warked as o wiitar 1o earn moniey for fyng
Ipasons, finally naming his privade pilol's icense. His
dad wanted him to lafiaw in his footsteps and becoms
a doclor, though lase had plans to continus his flight
metruchion, Joss anrolied in fght sohool in Meami,
wiere hie sarmed a commencial rating and anaton
mechanics cerificaas

Aftarcompleting the anduous fight tramning, Jose
fanded a yob tyng mail through the Caribbean, enabling
Froms i il hardreds of howes of flight time. He had
ahwiys boan an avd shooter, hunter and fisharman. The
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plenty of fiying opporundes and peanty of hunhng and
fhing, His firet glimpse of Alaska convinced him that
ha'd found that plice. A shon tima laior ho moved b
youing bamily from thea Carbibean io Ancharage, whera ho
quickly landed a joib fiyng bush planss

Jase connected with several guides and oufitiers
and e0on bocames an assstant guido, taking hunton
and lisherman on guided trips in conjunction wih othar
putfifiars. In 1988 he obisinad his Alsska guide
i, An erpart seaman, he figured an escedant and
comfortabls wiy 1o take hunters and feharmen oul
wiould b by sailboat

Durirg slack fimes, Joss sads the coasial and sland
mgions af southaast Alaska on his salboat, The Bear
Humber, m sapech of padec] hunbng and fishing laca-
tiors. Warking alesely with the Aluska Depanment of
Fizih mnd Gamm, Josne stekes out remobs locations dal
for bear and mountan goat hunting, alang with salman
uriel halibut fishing, then Laber brnge chents, family and
frimnds cul o enjoy fantastic scanary and wildiée in the
porméon of hs fine boat

When not outfitling or guiding, Jose works for Alaska s
Pendir, fiying passongers and cargo oul of Dutch Harbar,
Alaska, b the grand old Grumman Goose G2 1-4 saa
jpfana, He i currently confemplatag obtainng a smal
fiatplane of his own to expiore the wiidlife-rich lnke
areag he's bean unable io reach thus far

My first irp with Jose was a tramendous success |
hamggad & bonutdul brown bear, 8 nene-fook boar

John and | recently retmed fo Asaska to hunt with
Jomen, this tim sccompansed by Ruger's Burt Vogel The
hunt wivs agan & s oess, both Kurt and John taking fine
blsck baar on Prnco of Wales lslend, We had a fine tena,
in finm company. Jose's stores about Alaska and the
wilkdile thare ata encharting, as e his extensive knowl
adge of firmanms. Jose's evaryday carry gun i a Rugar
ningghe acton worked owar by our irend Gallagher, Th
revolwer i a 4-inch pob in 500 Magrum, | can't shool i
wiell, bt befieva mi, Jobg can

Durng my ill-foo-ahor stays in Alaska, | found that ds
berrains lsmda to put things n perspective forme. s a
gigantc, stunming, hazardouss place.

There's nabody I'd rather hawe guicks me inko i than
Jose Pofanco, L]
Hlart Skaiion's pew hook, Dowen On The Border: & Wesbemn
Lawenaes Jourmal, & compaiaion of hes es=aps Mal e
appeaed i GAA, i avidible af shedombooh com
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